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 No. 70.] MAN. [August, 1922.
 Obituary. Ray.
 S. Percy Smith, born 1840; died 1922. By S. H. Ray, M.A. Jf

 The death is announced of S. Percy Smith, the President of the IU
 Polynesian Society and Editor of the " Journal of the Polynesian Society," which
 took place at Matai-Moana, New Plymouth, on the 19th April, 1922, at the age
 of 82. Stephenson Percy Smith was born at Beccles, Suffolk, in 1840, of an old
 East Anglian family, and went to New Zealand with his parents in 1850. Five
 years later he became a cadet in the Survey Department at New Plymouth, and
 was appointed an assistant surveyor in Taranaki in 1857. During the survey of
 the bush lands surrounding New Plymouth, Mr. Smith was constantly in contact
 with Maori helpers, and began to acquire a knowledge of the Maori language,
 which was so persistently followed up that he came to be regarded as one of the
 most accomplished Maori scholars in the Dominion.

 In the course of his duties Mr. Smith carried out several explorations and
 surveys in North Island. In 1868 he carried out the triangulation and survey
 of the Chatham Islands and between 1870 and 1876 was engaged upon the major-
 triangulation of North Island. In 1882 he became Assistant-Surveyor-General,
 and after the eruption of Tarawera in 1886 made, with Messrs. E. C. Gold-Smith
 and H. D. Hazzard, a topographical survey of the country affected by the
 upheaval. In 1887 he took possession of the Kermadec Group for the New
 Zealand Government. In 1897 he visited the principal island groups of the Pacific
 in an endeavour to elucidate the origin of Polynesian migrations. His results
 were published in his book on " Hawaiki, the original Home of the Maori."

 After his retirement in 1900 from the Government service, Mr. Smith went,
 in 1902, as Resident to Niue, Savage Island, to institute laws and government
 for that island. On his return he published a valuable account of the island and
 people and, in conjunction with Mr. E. Tregear, a vocabulary of the language.

 In the field of Polynesian ethnology Mr. Smith was indefatigable. He was
 mainly instrumental in founding the Polynesian Society at Wellington in 1892,
 and undertook the duties of secretary and treasurer, as well as that of editor of
 the Society's Journal. He held the latter position from the foundation of the
 Society until his death, and was also President of the Society from 1904 onwards.
 During his editorship, thirty volumes of the Journal were published, and, mainly
 owing to his enthusiasm, very valuable records and documents relating Lo
 Polynesia have been preserved.

 Mr. $mith was the author of numerous books. The pri-ncipal of those dealing
 with ethnology are: " The Peopling of the North (N.Z.)," " Niue Island and
 its People " (1903), " Hawaiki or the Whence of the Maori " (four editions), "Maori
 History of the Taranaki Coast," " The Lore of the Whare-wananga," " Hi,tory
 and Traditions of Rarotonga." Besides these he contributed very many papers
 to the Transactions of the New Zealand Institute, the Journal of the Polynesian
 Society, Reports of the Australasian Association for the Advancement of Science,
 and other journals.

 Mr. Smith was a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society from 1880; Fellow
 of the New Zealand Institute; Hector Medallist for Polynesian Ethnology, 1919;
 Local Correspondent of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 1904, and a Corre-
 sponding Member of the Societa d'Antropologia d'Italia, of the Royal Geographical
 Society of Australia, and the Hawaiian Historical Society. He was a honorary
 member of other societies.

 An obituary of Mr. Smith, written bv Mr. W. H. Skinner, appeared in the
 "Budget and Taranaki Weekly Herald," from which the foregoing notes have
 been extracted. S. H. RAY.
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