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PROFESSOR S. F. NADEL 

February, 1956 

Siegfried Frederick Stephen Nadel, Professor of An-
thropology and Sociology, and Dean of the School of 
Pacific Studies, died suddenly at his home on January 
14th, 1956. His death is a tragic loss for a young Uni-
versity to which he devoted his great scholarship and his 
inexhaustible enthusiasm and energy for the last six 
years of his outstandingly fruitful life. His colleagues 
and students throughout the world will mourn the pass-
ing of so eminent a man, while those who worked with 
him in this University, and those others in Canberra to 
whom he gave his friendship, will know a deep and 
abiding sorrow. They will miss sorely the inspiration, the 
leadership and the deep understanding he gave in all 
matters of scholarship and culture. His wife was his 
colleague in all his ventures and to her, and to their 
daughter, they give their deep sympathy. 

Dr. Freeman, Senior Fellow in {he Department of 
Anthropology and Sociology, has prepared the following 
biographical note. 

Professor Nadel was born in Austria in 1903. He was 
one of the greatest figures of contemporary British social 
anthropology: a profound and incisive thinker, he has 
had a decisive influence on the subject to which he de-
voted his exceptional talents. He held doctorates both in 
psychology (from Vienna) and anthropology (from Lon-
don), and in his writings he ranged widely over the whole 
field of social anthropology. After training under Bronsi-
law Malinowski he undertook his first anthropological 
fieldwork during the years 1934-37 in the Nupe King-
dom of Nigeria. From this research came two outstand-
ing books: "A Black Byzantium", (1942) and "Nupe Re-
ligion", (1954). Later as Government Anthropologist in 
the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, he carried out prolonged re-
searches among the remote tribes of the Nuba Mount-
ains and among the Beni Amer, on the border of Eritrea 
and the Sudan, and in the highlands of Ethiopa. His 
book "The Nuba", (1947) is a brilliant comparative study 

of no fewer than ten different hill peoples. During the 
war, as a member of the British Army, he fought in the 
campaign in Eritrea and, later with the rank of Lieu-
tenant-Colonel he served in the British Military Govern-
ment of Eritrea and Tripolitania both as Political Officer 
and Secretary for Native Affairs. In 1946 he was award-
ed the Wellcome Medal for his anthropological writings 
based on his war-time experiences and four years later 
he received the high honour of the Rivers Memorial 
Medal of the Royal Anthropological Institute for his 
field researches in Nigeria and the Sudan. 

After the war, Dr. Nadel returned to England. He 
was Senior Lecturer in the University of London and 
then Reader in Anthropology at the University of Dur-
ham; and wrote on the long and fruitful years he had 
spent working among African peoples. 

Soon after this he was invited to occupy the first 
Chair of Anthropology at the Australian National Uni-
versity; he arrived in Canberra in January, 1951. That 
same year perhaps his most important work, "The 
Foundations of Social Anthropology" was published. 
This highly significant book holds a unique place in the 
literature of Social Anthropology; with it, as many have 
said, Social Anthropology came of age as a 
science. Only a week before his death a second book on 
the theory of Social structure was completed and it is 
likely that this will prove equally significant in its own 
way. 

After coming to Canberra, Professor Nadel received 
many invitations to visit and lecture at other Univer-
sities and travelled widely. In 1952 he played a leading 
role in the International Symposium on Anthropology 
of the Wenner-Gren Foundation, New York; in 1953 he 
represented his University at the Eighth Pacific Con-
gress in Manila and later was consultant to a conference 
on the teaching of the Social Sciences in Southeast Asia 
held in Delhi. 

THE JOHN CURTIN SCHOOL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH 
Progress in the construction of the John Curtin 

School of Medical Research is still being maintained at 
a high level, and providing that no unforeseen difficul-
ties are encountered it is anticipated that the building 
will be ready for occupation about September of this 
year. 

The accompanying photograph was taken on 1st Nov-
ember, 1955, precisely one year after commencement of 
the main contract, and during this period expenditure 
on building work and services totalled £600,000. 

Mechanical and electrical services and plumbing are 
well advanced, while most of the ductwork for venti-
lation and air-conditioning is already complete. 

The main switchboard is in position and the under-
ground low tension cables of about 1,200 amps, capacity 
are at present being connected between the Medical 

School and the sub-station at the School of Physical 
Sciences. The four lifts in the building are completed 
to the stage of testing which will be done when the pow-
er supply is complete. 

Connections to the water main in Garran Road have 
also been made so that with completion of the Central 
Boiler House, all services will be available to the Med-
ical School building. 

Contracts for the supply of equipment and prime cost 
items have all been let and substantial deliveries from 
most of the suppliers are already on the site. 

With the completion of the main structure, work is 
now being concentrated on fitting-out, and a laboratory 
in the Biochemistry Department has been set up as a 
sample room complete with all fittings, benches and 
laboratory furniture. 


